. This fact sheet summarizes key legislative and
F R I F'gas I.Reductlon regulatory measures for retail food refrigeration
Incentive Program in California and how to leverage FRIP to get
ahead of regulatory requirements.

Overview of California’s HFC Refrigerant Regulations

Retail Food Refrigeration

Future-proof your refrigeration system

Why Transition Your Refrigeration System Now?

lifornia h ki i
Celairiie e felen enton The regulatory landscape is driving a rapid shift away from

high-GWP refrigerants like R-22, R-404A, and R-507A.
Businesses that delay action may face higher refrigerant costs,
greenhouse gases (GHG) with penalties for non-compliance, and increased operational expenses
global warming potentials (GWP) for outdated systems.

to reduce emissions of
hydrofluorocarbons (HFC), potent

UGG & @17 e el A California retail food facilities can get ahead of these regulations by

leveraging grant funds from the California Air Resources Board’s
with the State’s ambitious climate (CARB) F-gas Reduction Incentive Program (FRIP), which provides
goals and particularly Senate Bill financial assistance to businesses transitioning to ultra-low-GWP
(SB) 1383, which mandates a refrigerants (GWP<10).

40% reduction in HFC emissions
below 2013 levels by 2030.

carbon dioxide. These efforts align

By acting now, businesses can reduce compliance risks, lower their
carbon footprint, and achieve long-term cost savings. For more
information on FRIP funding opportunities, visit fripfunding.com.

Key Requirements

Prohibitions on Newly Produced Bulk HFCs

California’s SB 1206 institutes a phased ban on the offer, sale, or distribution of newly produced bulk HFCs based on
their GWP. Certified reclaimed HFCs are exempt from these bans and can be used for servicing existing systems.
California’s AB 663 requires that certified reclaimed refrigerant be sourced from a US EPA certified reclaimer and
contain no more than 15 percent newly produced refrigerant.

Effective Date Prohibition

2025 Newly produced HFCs with a GWP greater than 2,200 (e.g., R-404A, R-507A)
2030 Newly produced HFCs with a GWP greater than 1,500 (e.g., R-410A)
2033 Newly produced HFCs with a GWP greater than 750 (e.g., R-448A, R-449A, R-134a)

By working in tandem with the national and international HFC phasedown and limiting sales to reclaimed refrigerants, this
requirement is expected to reduce the supply of high-GWP HFCs and may result in price increases. Ultimately, this means
limited supplies and higher refrigerant costs when servicing your existing facilities with HFC refrigerants.

Note: R-22, which is an ozone depleting substance, is subject to prohibitions under the federal Clean Air Act. Newly produced R-22 has
been prohibited for several years now.!

1 Phaseout of Class Il Ozone-Depleting Substances | US EPA
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https://hovqr.to/f3c615a7
https://hovqr.to/f3c615a7
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/15-16/bill/sen/sb_1351-1400/sb_1383_bill_20160919_chaptered.htm
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/15-16/bill/sen/sb_1351-1400/sb_1383_bill_20160919_chaptered.htm
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1206
https://www.epa.gov/ods-phaseout/phaseout-class-ii-ozone-depleting-substances
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB663

GWP Limits for Retail Food:

CARB's HFC regulation requires retail food facilities in California that are installing direct and indirect refrigeration equipment
containing more than 50 pounds of refrigerant to comply with specified GWP limits for new and existing facilities.

Facility Type End-Use Requirements Effective Date
New Retail — New retail food refrigeration facilties Use refrigerant with GWP < 150 Jan 1,2022
Food Facilities  containing > 50 Ib refrigerant
Attain a company-wide weighted-average
Retail food companies owning or operating GWP < 2,500 or = 25% reduction in GHGp Dec 31, 2026
> 20 retail food facilities in California, and below 2019 levels.
Existing Retail national supermarket chains operating in Attain a company-wide weighted-average
= s California GWP < 1,400 or = 55% reduction in GHGp Jan 1, 2030
Food Facilities
below 2019 levels.
. . . . Attain a company-wide weighted-average
Retail food companies owning or operating GWP < 1,400 or = 55% reduction in GHGp Jan 1, 2030

< 20 retail food facilities in California below 2019 levels.

1 Sector category is based on the application of the refrigeration system itself — not of the facility. For example, one facility could have both retail food

and cold storage systems.

HFC Prohibitions by Sector

CARB has also adopted sector-specific prohibitions on the
use of high-GWP HFCs in new equipment, new facilities, and
retrofits in alignment with the federal SNAP Rules 20 and

21 and California SB 1013 (California Cooling Act). Effective
dates for these prohibitions vary by sector and end-use

and refer to the date the equipment was manufactured or
retrofitted.

Click here for a summary of specific HFC prohibitions by
sector.

Refrigerant Management Program (RMP)

Retail food facilities that operate refrigeration systems with
more than 50 pounds of high-GWP refrigerant must register
their systems, conduct and report periodic leak inspections,
promptly repair leaks, and keep detailed service records

on site. Facilities with 200 pounds or more of high-GWP
refrigerant in the largest system must also submit annual
reports by March 1 of each year. Visit CARB’'s RMP website
for additional information.

More to Come in California

Under SB 1206, the California Legislature directed CARB

to develop and publish an assessment report outlining how
California can fully transition its economy away from HFCs
and to ultra-low-GWP or no-GWP alternatives no later than
2035. The assessment will inform future California policies
and regulations, as SB 1206 also directs CARB to initiate a
rulemaking to achieve this transition.

August 2025

Federal HFC Regulations

California’s efforts complement the federal American
Innovation and Manufacturing (AIM) Act, which requires

an 85% nationwide reduction in HFC production and
consumption by 2036. Under the AIM Act, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) also implements the
Technology Transitions Rule, which sets limits on the use of
HFCs in specific sectors that are in some cases more stringent
than California’s rule, and the Emissions Reduction and
Reclamation Rule. Businesses should monitor updates on the
AIM Act via the EPA’s website to ensure compliance.

Please Note: The information on this fact sheet is not
intended to and does not constitute regulatory, compliance,
or legal advice. For more information on California refrigerant

regulations, visit ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/

stationary-hydrofluorocarbon-reduction-measures.

Contact us to discuss your project or for technical
assistance with scoping a project or submitting
an application.

@ info@fripfunding.com
@ 833-852-FRIP (3747)
& www.fripfunding.com
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https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/barcu/regact/2020/hfc2020/frorevised.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB1013
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/fact-sheets/hydrofluorocarbon-hfc-prohibitions-california
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/refrigerant-management-program
https://www.epa.gov/climate-hfcs-reduction/background-hfcs-and-aim-act
https://www.epa.gov/climate-hfcs-reduction/background-hfcs-and-aim-act
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/10/24/2023-22529/phasedown-of-hydrofluorocarbons-restrictions-on-the-use-of-certain-hydrofluorocarbons-under-the
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/10/11/2024-21967/phasedown-of-hydrofluorocarbons-management-of-certain-hydrofluorocarbons-and-substitutes-under-the
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/10/11/2024-21967/phasedown-of-hydrofluorocarbons-management-of-certain-hydrofluorocarbons-and-substitutes-under-the
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/stationary-hydrofluorocarbon-reduction-measures
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/stationary-hydrofluorocarbon-reduction-measures
https://hovqr.to/f3c615a7
mailto:info@fripfunding.com

