
Cost Initiative Descriptions 
Objective: Achieve cost parity or savings compared to traditional refrigerants 
 

• Establish utility incentives for natural refrigerants 
Work with utilities to help establish incentive programs for low-GWP refrigerants. This 
will be accomplished by developing a natural refrigerant toolkit for utilities to engage 
with their customers and by contributing to the development of both prescriptive and 
custom measures that help determine energy savings for various natural refrigerant 
projects.  
 

• Establish State level incentives for natural refrigerants 
Work directly with states in the US Climate Alliance, especially those who have made 
HFC commitments (California, New York, Connecticut, Maryland, and Washington) to 
increase awareness of natural refrigerants as HFC alternatives, educate about market 
barriers to adoption, and work towards developing incentive programs for low-GWP 
refrigerants wherever possible.  
 

• Increase transparency on CO2 transcritical costs disparity  
Determine the high cost components and research the average cost difference and the 
reasons for the cost difference. Explore strategies to reduce the cost difference. Publish 
whitepaper with results.  
 

• Increase number of distributors carrying refrigerant grade CO2 and R290 to reduce 
costs for end-users 
Because refrigerant-grade CO2 is not consistently stocked by many distributors, end-
users often have to keep a full charge size on site in case a system needs to be 
recharged. This project involves developing a searchable network of distributors who 
carry natural refrigerants while simultaneously trying to increase the number of 
distributors who stock natural refrigerants. This is intended to decrease the total cost of 
ownership of natural refrigerant equipment by eliminating or decreasing the cost of on-
site refrigerant storage. 

 
• Prove the return on investment of natural refrigerant systems 

Develop program to validate claims on the return on investment of natural refrigerant-
based equipment and report results to the industry. 
 

• Increase understanding of how to transition existing stores to natural refrigerants 
Work with manufacturers and end-users to develop a guideline for transitioning to 
natural refrigerants in existing stores.  
 
 

  


